way of escape for us! All those who come to Christ for His
forgiveness and cleansing will not be turned away (John
6:37).

~ Although I’'m a practicing homosexual, | believe in

God and Jesus and consider myself to be a Christian.

Recently, I’ve been told that you can’t be gay and be

a Christian too. What do you say?

First we need to determine what a Christian is. In brief, a
Christian is a person who lives in obedience to the teachings
of Jesus Christ, regardless of the personal sacrifice, recogniz-
ing Christ’s teachings to be ultimate truth (John 14:6, 18:37).
Such obedience is required by God to qualify for Heaven,
and as proof of our love for God and our fellow man (John
14:15, John 14:23-24, Hebrews 5:9, and 1st Peter 1:22).

This obedience is possible only after a supernatural ex-
perience Jesus called being “Born Again” (John 3:3). Being
Born Again of the Spirit of God is a result of faith in Jesus:
who He said He is, and what He has done for us. But saving
faith is much more than just believing (James 2:19). Faith
that saves is faith that trusts God and believes what Jesus has
said to the degree that a life-time commitment is made to
follow Christ’s way. This life-time commitment requires
abandoning all things which God declares to be sin. The
Bible says that if a person is Born Again, he will live to
please God through obedience to His Word (John 8:31).
Additionally, the Bible states as proof of a Born Again ex-
perience, the person will no longer live in a state or situation
of continual sin (1st John 3:9-10). The Born Again person
will no longer be a slave to sin and its passions (see Romans
Chapter 6), and the Born Again person will turn from and
give up evil ways (again from Romans 6 and Hebrews
10:26-27).

Though a person will struggle with sin and temptation
after being Born Again (read Romans Chapter 7, 1st Corin-
thians 10:13 and James 1:12), they will no longer continue to
live in a lifestyle which disobeys God’s Word (John 14:23-
24). the Word of God is clear that homosexuality is sin. The
Word of God is also very clear that all those who continue to
practice and live in sexual sin will not enter Heaven, but will
be judged and punished eternally (1st Corinthians 6:9-10,
Galatians 5:19-21 and Revelation 21:7-8). Regardless of a
person’s claim to be a Christian, God’s Word tells us that our
actions reveal the truth more than our words (Galatians 5:19-
25 and Matthew 15:7-8). As Titus 1:16 says, “They claim to
know God, but by their actions deny Him,” Therefore, based
on what the Bible says (not my opinion), you cannot be a

Christian and remain a practicing homosexual — it is a di-
rect contradiction to God’s Word. Remember however,
where God requires change, He gives us the power to be-
come His children (John 1:12-13).

~ I’ve been reading about gays being “Born Again”
and delivered or “set free” from homosexuality Is
there any Biblical record of homosexuals being
changed by God?

Yes! The Bible DOES mention that there is hope and
freedom for the homosexual! In 1st Corinthians 6:9-10, we
are told that neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders . . . will inherit
the Kingdom of God. BUT... following in verse 11 we are
told: “And that is what some of you were. But you were
washed (made clean), you were sanctified (set apart for), you
were justified (declared right with God) in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of God.”

Regardless of the sin, regardless of the situation or prob-
lem, God is willing to forgive us and change us so we can be
pleasing to Him. Some of the most famous people in the
Bible were murderers (Moses, King David, and the Apostle
Paul) and prostitutes (Rahab and Mary Magdalene). Why
would God use them? To prove that no sin was too big for
God to forgive. These people trusted God’s love for them
and allowed Him to change their lives.

Yes, the thought of change can be scary — but remem-
ber, God knows you best and loves you the most. He under-
stands your fears. He knows all about your hurts and He
knows your need for love. God would never ask you to do
anything that wasn’t possible — and with God all things are
possible (including freedom from homosexuality). Will you
resist God and His love for you at your own expense? Is the
moment of passing pleasure worth the price you’ll be paying,
both in this life and in eternity? Consider the alternatives.
Nothing has greater worth than God’s love. Trust Him and
discover His love for you!

“Come and let us reason together saith the Lord;
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the
good of the land, but if you refuse and rebel, you shall
be devoured with the sword, for the mouth of the Lord
has spoken it” — Isaiah 1:18-20.

CLOSING COMMENTS

In spite of the popular myth that “homosexuals can’t
change,” we’ve seen Biblical proof that says homosexuals
can change! The excuses “Once gay always gay”, and “I
can’t help it, I was born this way,” are no longer true in light
of the Scriptures. Additionally, there are now many Chris-
tians in America and around the world who have been set
free from homosexuality by the power of God - and their
numbers are growing! Many former homosexuals have mar-
ried and have families, not a “proof” of their freedom from
homosexuality, but as evidence of their new lives as follow-
ers of Christ.

Sure, it wasn’t easy for any of them to give up the only
life they had known. Each of them faced struggles, rejection,
and temptation, but they never gave up on God’s ability to
change them. They were determined and committed to con-
tinue their relationship with God, knowing He would help
them face a new future. “Therefore, if any man is in Christ,
he has become a new creation; old things have passed away,
all things have become new” - 2nd Corinthians 5:17.

Finally, our purpose in writing this was not to condemn
you. We LOVE you! We cared - and dared enough to share
what we knew to be true - so you might come to experience
God’s tremendous love for you! The Bible says that if we
know the truth, then the truth can set us free. Jesus is the
truth, and He would love for you to share your life with
Him!

If you have further questions or would like more
information, we’ll be glad to help! Contact:

EXCHANGE MINISTIES, INC.
3000 S. John Young Prky
Orlando, FL 32805
407-514-4356
www.exchangeministries.org

Answers to some questions compiled and edited
from Bob Davies’ excellent research article on
Gay Theology for LOVE IN ACTION Ministry.
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~  As a homosexual, | believe that my sexual feelings
are natural and normal for me. Why is this against

God’s will?

Homosexuality is against God’s will because it was
never part of God’s original purpose or design for human
sexual behavior. Seeing Adam’s need for physical and emo-
tional companionship, God did not create another man for
him, but rather, God created woman for man (see Genesis
2:18-25 and 1st Corinthians 11:9). This was God’s original
plan, His design which is obvious in the natural and compli-
mentary function of the male and female sex organs and the
male and female temperaments. Prior to the fall of mankind,
there was only the male-female relationship. Like all life on
earth, human heterosexual (male-female) pairing was af-
fected and distorted by the fall of mankind. This led to cases
of polygamy (having more than one wife (Genesis 4:19),
adultery (Gen. 12:17, 26:10), incest (Gen. 19:33), prostitu-
tion (Gen. 38:15) and rape (Gen. 34:2). Homosexual pairing
also resulted from the fall.

Though a person may “feel”” that his or her sexual
orientation or inner drives are natural and normal for himself
or herself, remember, feelings can mislead us (see Jeremiah
17:9), What we may “feel” is right does NOT make it mor-
ally right. The bottom line here is that we live according to
the principles in God’s Word, not according to our feelings.



~  I’ve been told that nowhere does the Bible “flat-out”
condemn homosexuality. I’ve even heard that the
word “homosexual’” doesn’t appear in the original

Scriptures. What’s the scoop?

The scoop is this . . . you must first decide whether or
not you will accept the Bible as the Word of God, and as our
true, absolute authority for faith and conduct. You must also
believe that the writings of the Bible are relevant and appli-
cable today. | believe, as 2nd Peter 1:21 says, “That men,
moved by the Holy Spirit, spoke from God.” | believe that
the Bible is the inspired Word of God, is without error and
that His Word is very much for us today ( Isaiah 40:8 and
Psalm 119:160). 2nd Timothy 3:16 says it best: “All Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and it is profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction and for instruction in
righteousness!”

To answer this question, the Bible does “flat-out”
condemn all homosexual behavior in both the Old and New
Testaments (see Leviticus 18:22. 20:13, Romans 1:24-32
and 1st Corinthians 6:9-10). Since the word “homosexual” is
a relatively new word, it doesn’t appear in the Bible’s origi-
nal writings. But God needed no modern label to describe
homosexual practices. Besides, the word “homosexual” is a
general term which covers a variety of same-sex sexual be-
havior. God, however, is much more specific in His Word.
There are several words in Hebrew and Greek (the languages
the original Scriptures were written in), which pinpoint the
kinds of sexual behavior God declares to be sin. Sinful sex-
ual behavior includes: sex outside of marriage or sex without
intending to get married, adultery, sex with family members,
sex with animals, male and female prostitution and all pas-
sive and aggressive sex acts with the same sex. (Note: All
references to homosexuality in Scripture refer to male-to-
male sex, except in Romans 1:26-27, which is the only re-
cord of God’s condemnation of lesbianism.)

~  Since we live under “grace” and not the ‘law” why
should we be concerned with outdated Old Testa-
ment standards and Levitical laws dealing with
ceremony, food and sex?

Many people believe that we can ignore the Old Testa-
ment “Holiness Code” God gave to Moses while the Israel-
ites traveled through the desert. In that code was God’s stan-
dard for our sexuality, including God’s condemnation of
homosexuality. The natural argument is, ‘If we are under
grace and not the law, then we can do away with God’s con-
demnation of homosexual acts found in Leviticus 18:22

and 20:13.” Some argue that these laws no longer apply to
us, or that God only gave these laws to encourage the popu-
lation growth of the Israelites to ensure their survival In real-
ity, God forbade adultery and incest, He led the Israelites
into war several times, and God said to kill those who dis-
obeyed His moral laws . . . all of which helped to reduce the
population. So it wasn’t quantity God was concerned with; it
was, and still is, quality!

Additionally, God’s holiness code for Israel has two
categories: the “ceremonial or symbolic” laws and the
“moral” laws. The ceremonial laws deal with religious wor-
ship, dietary laws, clothing and various cultural aspects of
the Jews, representing people set apart for God. These cere-
monial laws also symbolized the future coming of the Mes-
siah, Jesus and these laws were temporary (Acts 10:15).
However, the moral laws were God’s principles for human-
ity, and were not limited to the Jewish culture, but were uni-
versal. These moral laws are permanent (Psalms 119:160)
and apply to every culture including our modern society.
Obviously, the commands concerning sexuality and homo-
sexuality are part of God’s moral laws. Jesus was the fulfill-
ment of the ceremonial or symbolic law (Ephesians 2:15),
and He did not come to do away with the moral law (see
Matthew 5:17-19). Jesus said of the Old Testament moral
commandments: “Whoever keeps and teaches them shall be
called great in the Kingdom of Heaven!’

Matthew 5:19 (Also read Romans, Chapter 6).

~ Did Jesus ever say anything about homosexuality?
Directly, no. HOWEVER there are many things Jesus
said that the Bible doesn’t record (see John 21:25). He
could have mentioned it, although He probably had no
occasion to — the Jews of His day were strictly against
such practices. There are many subjects Jesus didn’t
mention such as incest, rape and bestiality. Just because

Jesus didn’t mention these practices doesn’t mean they

are therefore “OK” to do.

Jesus always upheld the Old Testament law (Matthew
5:17-19), which strictly condemned homosexuality. Jesus
only spoke of sexuality in a heterosexual sense. The only
alternative to marriage Jesus spoke of was celibacy — no sex
of any kind (Matthew 19:12). Additionally, there is abso-
lutely no support to any accusation of homosexuality among
Jesus’ disciples. Christ’s enemies would have gladly exposed
it, as homosexuality was a crime punishable by death in the
Jewish culture.

~ In spite of the drawbacks, 1’'m satisfied with the gay
lifestyle and | have no desire to become heterosexual.

I don’t think it’s fair that God expects me to give up

what | have now and attempt to live as a heterosex-

ual. What am | supposed to do?

God isn’t asking you to become heterosexual. Hetero-
sexuality isn’t your goal, being in right standing with God is!
God doesn’t want you to stop having gay sex just to start
having ‘straight” sex. Heterosexuals don’t have Heaven’s
blessing just because they aren’t gay. Remember, God does
NOT have a personal hatred against homosexuals. He does-
n’t consider it the ultimate sin. However, God DOES have a
personal hatred of sin, and He hates heterosexual sin (such as
incest and adultery), just as much as He hates homosexual-
ity, stealing, murder, lying and gossip. God hates sin because
He knows that it will lead to corruption, destruction and
eternal punishment. God hates sin, including homosexual
sin, because He sees what it does to those He created and
loves. Yes, God is Love, but His love NEVER justifies our
sinful behavior. He does desire to forgive us and change us
S0 we can be pleasing to Him, but it’s up to us to be willing
to be changed. Where God requires change, He makes
change possible (Mark 10:27 and Philippians 4:13).

The only sexual relationship God blesses is between a
man and a woman who have a lifetime commitment to each
other (marriage . . . see Hebrews 13:4). Every other form of
sex is sin, whether it’s gay or straight. As mentioned earlier,
the only alternative to heterosexual marriage is celibacy.
This may sound extreme, especially in our easy-sex society,
but God’s attitude toward sex is NOT casual. No argument or
philosophy of man will ever change God or what He has said
about sin, including homosexuality (see Malachi 3:6). God
will never compromise His standards to satisfy our human
desires. His ways may not seem fair to us, but God IS GOD.
it is not up to us to debate His standards — just obey them.

Though you may enjoy being gay for now (even the
Bible says that sin is pleasurable for a while...Hebrews
11:25), only a real and vital relationship with God will bring
lasting happiness and purpose in life. God has created us
with a need for Him which nothing else can fulfill. When we
don’t have a right relationship with God, we tend to look
every- where and try everything to fill up that need for Him.
But philosophies, lifestyles, money, fame, sex — even relig-
ion, can’t be a satisfying substitute for God in the long run.

~ If God is a God of love, how can He condemn any-
one?

Yes, God IS love (1st John 4:8), although God’s ver-
sion of love is not always like our human version of love.
God is also truth (John 14:6-7), and God’s love will not
compromise His truth. In fact, God’s judgment is based on
truth (Romans 2:2). Jesus came to earth to show us God’s
love — and He proved His love for mankind by dying for
us (John 3:16-17). Jesus loved people enough to be honest
with them. He was even willing to confront and offend
people with the truth in order that they might turn away
from sin and be saved. Jesus sharply reprimanded His dis-
ciple Peter for a wrong attitude (Mark 8:33). Jesus blasted
the religious hypocrites in Matthew Chapter 23, and Jesus
threatened a sinner with punishment, if he didn’t stop sin-
ning (John 5:14 Jesus never condemned people — but He
did condemn their wrong actions and wrong attitudes
(Matthew 23:27-28, Mark 7:20-23). He warned them that
unless they turned away from sin and turned to Go (to re-
pent), they would suffer eternal torment in Hell after death
(Luke 13:1-5 and Acts 17:30-31).

People end up going to Hell not because of the sin
they committed, but because they never turned from
their sins and got reconciled or “made right” with
God. Because of mankind’s fall (read Genesis 3), all
of the creation, including every human being has been
contaminated with sin. It doesn’t matter whether a
person is an axe murderer, a prostitute, a homosexual
or the world’s sweetest grandmother everybody has
been affected by the terminal plague of sin. Sin sepa-
rates us from God here on earth, and will result in our
eternal separation from God after death (Isaiah
59:1,2).

BUT ... the “Good News’ is this: Now it is possible to
get right with God and be pleasing to Him by having our
sins removed or washed away, through faith in Jesus, who
has made the way for us to return to God!! Through faith in
Jesus, our sins won’t separate us from God (see Ephesians
2:8. Luke 7:50 and Galatians 3:26). Because it cost Jesus
His life to make this way back to God for us, God will
severely judge all those who reject Jesus (disobey Him)
and His teachings. Those who directly or indirectly reject
Christ have not been cleansed from the contamination of
sin, and God will not allow sin and its corruption to exist in
Heaven. The Bible says that none of us is good enough to
qualify for Heaven without being cleansed by faith in Jesus
(read Romans 3). Though God’s judgment is just and terri-
ble, no one needs go to Hell. That’s why Jesus has made a



